Children’s Ministry Guidelines

Bethany Baptist Church

Sunday Morning Placement Policy

   Birth through Two year-olds
Children in the nursery will be placed and moved according to their age. 

   Two and Three year-olds (Doves and Lambs are promoted in September.)

Children will be placed into the Doves and Lambs classes by birth date.  Birth dates will be posted on overhead signs.  Children need to be 2 by August 31st for Doves and 3 by August 31st for Lambs.

   Four and Five Year-Olds (Shepherds are promoted in Sept.)

The Shepherds class will serve children who are at least four by August 31st and those children who, by Washington State public school guidelines, are old enough to enter Kindergarten, but are not currently enrolled in an accredited Kindergarten program.  

   The King’s Kids (promoted in June) class will serve children who are currently enrolled in an accredited Kindergarten program and those children who, by Washington State public school guidelines, are old enough to enter First Grade, but are not currently enrolled in an accredited First Grade program.  Children who begin school in the First grade (skip Kindergarten) will advance directly from our Shepherds class into the Crosswalk Program.

   Elementary Children - Crosswalk Program  (Promoted in June)
Children will be placed into our First through Fourth Grade classes according to the grade that they attend in school.

   Multi-age placements
 Children who bring a friend or family member of a different age or grade to Children’s Ministry may, if they want to stay
 together, choose to attend the class that corresponds to the age/grade of the younger child.
    Non-School Children

Children who are not part of a traditional Kindergarten through Fourth Grade school program (i.e. private tutor, home schooling, international schooling, special needs, etc.) will be placed in the class that most closely approximates the child’s age group/grade level.  (This does not apply to children whose education has been delayed but will enter a traditional school system.)
   Unique Needs 

If a child or family has unique needs such that the child would be better served by moving down one class-level, that child’s parent or guardian can make the choice to move their child.  Prior to moving the child, the parent or guardian will meet with the program leadership to review the move.  Staff will advise the parent or guardian on how the move might impact the child and/or the program; ultimately, the decision will be made by the parent or guardian.

   Childcare Placements will be influenced by the numbers of children in a particular age range.
Wellness Policy

Please keep your child home if he/she has any of the following:

· Any illness that prevents your child from participation in all regular activities.  For example, if your child is not well enough to go outside to the playground, we cannot accept your child into any children’s ministry.  
· Fever (101 degrees Fahrenheit or greater within the past 24 hours), irritability, lethargy, persistent crying or difficulty breathing.  All can be signs of illness.

· Upper respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis or influenza.  Children with a persistent harsh rattling or barking cough.

· Thick green or yellow nasal discharge

· Diarrhea, bloody stools or stools containing mucus

· Vomiting

· A rash with fever or a behavior change

· Chicken Pox – no longer contagious once all the sores have dried and crusted over (usually 6 days after onset)

· Impetigo

· Scabies (mites)

· Bacterial conjunctivitis (pinkeye) and yellow discharge

· Strep throat

· Head Lice

Returning to Church:  Children may return to children’s ministry when they are symptom free and fever free for 24 hours and they are well enough to go outside to play.
If your child has been in recent contact with children at church and is diagnosed with a communicable disease or head lice, please notify the Children’s Ministry Lead as soon as possible.
Diapering Policy
   The following policy applies to all early childhood Sunday morning ministries of Bethany Baptist Church.

Our children’s ministry staff has been screened for your child’s safety and is available to change your child’s diaper.  If you prefer, parents/guardians or grandparents are welcome to take a pager and be called to change a diaper.

Because of health concerns, all diapering must be done at the available diapering stations. 

   Parents/Guardians are required to take dirty diapers home for disposal.
If your child is in diapers, please bring diapers, wipes, plastic bags and a complete change of clothing for your child.  Rubber gloves, changing table liners, and hand sanitizer will be available.   

Diapers will be changed by adult women only.
Lost Check-out Receipts

Families who have misplaced kiosk check-out receipts must sign and date the Lost Receipt Log, have valid identification checked, be listed under the child’s authorizations on the family household page in the Fellowship One database and be signed off by a Bethany Staff member before having the child released to them.
Playground

The playground is designed for children ages 3-12 years. Children must be supervised at all times while on the playground.  Please be sure to bring a coat for your child because we will be going outside year round.
Bethany’s Playground Rules

1. For Bethany Baptist ministries use only during ministry times.  

2.  Play at your own risk.  Supervised play only.

3.  Play systems are for ages 3 to 12 years.

4.  No running at any time.

5.  No gum, food, or drinks allowed.

6.  Shoes must be worn.  No bare feet.

7.  Slide feet first, one at a time.  No climbing up slide.

8.  Take turns.  No pushing or shoving allowed.

9.  No climbing on the outside of the play systems.
10. Do not place children up on the play systems.   
   11. No balls, jump ropes, or any other play equipment. 

   12. Children may not jump off any equipment.

   13. Don’t wear clothes with drawstrings on the playground.  

    Have fun!  Be Safe!  

Emergency Evacuation
Adults will exit the nearest exit and will not come back into the church building until given an all clear by Bethany staff.  Parents/guardians will not come to the children’s areas to pick up children inside the church.  The children will be evacuated by the children’s ministry staff to the grass.  Reunification will occur outside the church building after verification with class rosters, head counts are completed, safety has been insured and an okay has been given by Bethany staff.  Parents/guardians are welcome to join the children out on the grass.  
Photographs
Please do not post any photos or videos taken at church on Facebook (or any other website) that would show the face of anyone else's child.

